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whether information pertaining to
closed meetings will be withheld;

(2) Informal background discussions
among Board members and staff which
clarify issues and expose varying views;

(3) Decision-making by circulating
written material to individual Board
members;

(4) Sessions with individuals from
outside the Corporation where Board
members listen to a presentation and
may elicit additional information.

(c) Member means a member of the
Board.

(d) Open to public observation and open
to the public mean that individuals may
witness the meeting, but not partici-
pate in the deliberations. The meeting
may be recorded, photographed, or oth-
erwise reproduced if the reproduction
does not disturb the meeting.

(e) Public announcement and publicly
announce mean making reasonable ef-
fort under the particular cir-
cumstances of each case to fully in-
form the public. This may include post-
ing notice on the Corporation’s public
notice bulletin board maintained in the
lobby of its offices located at 550 17th
Street, NW., Washington, DC 20429,
issuing a press release and employing
other methods of notification that may
be desirable in a particular situation.

[42 FR 14675, Mar. 16, 1977, as amended at 42
FR 59494, Nov. 18, 1977; 54 FR 38965, Sept. 22,
1989; 61 FR 38357, July 24, 1996]

§311.3 Meetings.

(a) Open meetings. Except as provided
in paragraph (b) of this section, every
portion of every meeting of the Cor-
poration’s Board will be open to public
observation. Board members will not
jointly conduct or dispose of Corpora-
tion business other than in accordance
with this part.

(b) When meetings may be closed and
announcements and disclosures withheld.
Except where the Board finds that the
public interest requires otherwise, a
meeting or portion thereof may be
closed, and announcements and disclo-
sure pertaining thereto may be with-
held when the Board determines that
such meeting or portion of the meeting
or the disclosure of such information is
likely to:

(1) Disclose matters that are: (i) Spe-
cifically authorized under criteria es-
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tablished by an Executive order to be
kept secret in the interests of national
defense or foreign policy and (ii) in fact
properly classified pursuant to such
Executive order;

(2) Relate solely to the internal per-
sonnel rules and practices of the Cor-
poration;

(3) Disclose matters specifically ex-
empted from disclosure by statute
(other than the Freedom of Informa-
tion Act, 5 U.S.C. 552): Provided, That
such statute: (i) Requires that the mat-
ters be withheld from the public in
such a manner as to leave no discretion
on the issue, or (ii) establishes par-
ticular types of matters to be withheld;

(4) Disclose trade secrets and com-
mercial or financial information ob-
tained from a person and privileged or
confidential;

(5) Involve accusing any person of a
crime, or formally censuring any per-
son;

(6) Disclose information of a personal
nature where disclosure would con-
stitute a clearly unwarranted invasion
of personal privacy;

(7) Disclose investigatory records
compiled for law enforcement purposes,
or information which if written would
be contained in such records, but only
to the extent that the production of
such records or information would: (i)
Interfere with enforcement pro-
ceedings, (ii) deprive a person of a right
to a fair trial or an impartial adjudica-
tion, (iii) constitute an unwarranted
invasion of personal privacy, (iv) dis-
close the identity of a confidential
source, (v) disclose investigative tech-
niques and procedures, or (vi) endanger
the life or physical safety of law en-
forcement personnel;

(8) Disclose information contained in
or related to examination, operating,
or condition reports prepared by, on be-
half of, or for the use of the Corpora-
tion or any other agency responsible
for the supervision of financial institu-
tions;

(9) Disclose information the pre-
mature disclosure of which would be
likely to:

(i)(A) Lead to significant financial
speculation in currencies, securities, or
commodities, or

(B) Significantly endanger the sta-
bility of any financial institution; or
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(ii) Significantly frustrate implemen-
tation of a proposed Corporation ac-
tion, except that this paragraph
(b)(9)(ii) shall not apply in any in-
stance where the Corporation has al-
ready disclosed to the public the con-
tent or nature of its proposed action,
or where the Corporation is required by
law to make such disclosure on its own
initiative prior to taking final action
on such proposal; or

(10) Specifically concern the Corpora-
tion’s issuance of a subpoena, or the
Corporation’s participation in a civil
action or proceeding, an action in a
foreign court or international tribunal,
or an arbitration, or the initiation,
conduct, or disposition by the Corpora-
tion of a particular case of formal
agency adjudication pursuant to the
procedures in 5 U.S.C. 554 or otherwise
involving a determination on the
record after opportunity for a hearing.

§311.4 Procedures
meetings.

(a) Scope. Except to the extent that
such announcements are exempt from
disclosure under §311.3(b), announce-
ments relating to open meetings, and
meetings closed under the regular clos-
ing procedures of §311.5, will be made
in the manner set forth in this section.

(b) Time and content of announcement.
The Corporation will make public an-
nouncement at least seven days before
the meeting of the time, place, and
subject matter of the meeting, whether
it is to be open or closed to the public,
and the name and telephone number of
the official designated by the Corpora-
tion to respond to requests for informa-
tion about the meeting. This announce-
ment will be made unless a majority of
the Board determines by a recorded
vote that Corporation business requires
that a meeting be called on lesser no-
tice. In such cases, the Corporation
will make public announcement of the
time, place, and subject matter of the
meeting, and whether it is open or
closed to the public, at the earliest
practicable time, which may be later
than the commencement of the meet-
ing.

(c) Changing time or place of meeting.
The time or place of a meeting may be
changed following the public announce-
ment required by paragraph (b) of this

for announcing

§311.5

section only if the Corporation publicly
announces the change at the earliest
practicable time, which may be later
than the commencement of the meet-
ing.

(d) Changing subject matter or nature
of meeting. The subject matter of a
meeting, or the determination to open
or close a meeting or a portion of a
meeting, may be changed following the
public announcement only if:

(1) A majority of the entire Board de-
termines by recorded vote that agency
business so requires and that no earlier
announcement of the change was pos-
sible; and,

(2) The Corporation publicly an-
nounces the change and the vote of
each member upon such change at the
earliest practicable time, which may
be later than the commencement of the
meeting.

(e) Publication of announcements in
Federal Register. Immediately following
each public announcement under this
section, such announcement will be
submitted for publication in the FED-
ERAL REGISTER by the Executive Sec-
retary.

[42 FR 14675, Mar. 16, 1977, as amended at 67
FR 71071, Nov. 29, 2002]

§311.5 Regular procedure for closing
meetings.

(a) Scope. Unless §311.6 is applicable,
the procedures for closing meetings
will be those set forth in this section.

(b) Procedure. (1) A decision to close a
meeting or portion of a meeting will be
taken only when a majority of the en-
tire Board votes to take such action. In
deciding whether to close a meeting or
portion of a meeting, the Board will
consider whether the public interest re-
quires an open meeting. A separate
vote of the Board will be taken with re-
spect to each meeting which is pro-
posed to be closed in whole or in part
to the public. A single vote may be
taken with respect to a series of meet-
ings which are proposed to be closed in
whole or in part to the public, or with
respect to any information concerning
such series of meetings, so long as each
meeting in the series involves the same
particular matters and is scheduled to
be held no more than thirty days after
the initial meeting in the series. The
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